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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The references listed in tlie Information Disclosure Statement filed on Febmary 
15, 2005 and November 16. 2006 has been considered by the examiner (see attached 
PTO-1449 form). 

Specification 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the abstract is a repetition 
of claim 1. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
Invention was made to a person having ordinary skill In the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner In which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Naimpally et al. (U.S. Publication No. 2003/0105639) in view of Aoki et al. (U.S. Patent 
No. 7,107,271). 

Regarding claim 1 , Naimpally et al. discloses a smart audio guide system (see 
fig 1 , information appliance (28)) for use in conjunction with an interactive content 
distribution system (fig 1 , integrated television (26)) that includes a distribution head-end 
(see fig 1 , server (20)) that makes programming available for viewing on a video display 
device (see fig 1, television (30)) at a viewer subsystem (see paragraph 0015), the 
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viewer subsystem including an audio unit (see fig 2, stereo audio speakers (70)) to 
provide audio for the video display unit, the smart audio guide system comprising (see 
paragraph 0027, lines 1-5): 

a processing unit configured and operative to implement the smart audio guide 
system functions (see paragraph 0031); 

a smart audio guide audio package (speech files) that includes at least a plurality 
of smart audio guide audio clips (EPG, weather, news information) corresponding to the 
infomiation (see paragraph 0005, lines 7-12); and 

a smart guide actuator (remote control, 72) that is configured and operative in 
response to one or more predetermined conditions to activate the processing unit (see 
paragraph 0037-0038); 

wherein said processing unit is configured and operative to cause the plurality of 
smart audio guide audio clips (channel 2-CNN Larry King Live etc) to be uttered in a 
predetermined mode at the viewer subsystem via the audio unit when activated to 
identify programs recommended for viewing at the viewer subsystem based upon the 
program list (see paragraph 0042). 

However, Naimpally et al. fail to specifically disclose a recommendation engine 
for providing a customized viewing-recommendations list for the viewer subsystem 
based upon the programming available from the interactive content distribution system 
and a customized viewing profile developed for the viewer subsystem. 

Aoki et al. discloses a recommendation engine for providing a customized 
viewing-recommendations list (EPG information acquisition means, 106) for the viewer 
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subsystem based upon the programming available from the interactive content 
distribution system and a customized viewing profile (recommendation to the user 
based on information accumulated in the preference database, 108) developed for the 
viewer subsystem (see col. 5, lines 34-44). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary sl^ill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Naimpally et al.'s invention with the above 
mentioned limitation as taught by Aoki et al. for the advantage of providing programs the 
user may want to watch. 

Regarding claim 2, Naimpally et al. and Aoki et al. discloses everything claimed 
as applied above (see claim 1). Naimpally et al. discloses the smart audio guide system 
wherein the predetermined mode is one wherein the plurality of smart audio guide audio 
clips (see paragraph 0042, lines 11-15, channel 2-CNN Larry King Live etc) are uttered 
without (audio mode) a corresponding visual presentation of the program for the viewer 
subsystem (see paragraph 0036). 

Aoki et al. discloses customized viewing-recommendations list (EPG infonnation 
acquisition means, 106). 

Regarding claim 3, Naimpally et al. and Aoki et al. discloses everything claimed 
as applied above (see claim 1). Naimpally et al. discloses the smart audio guide system 
wherein the predetermined mode is one wherein the plurality of smart audio guide audio 
clips (see paragraph 0042, lines 11-15, channel 2-CNN Larry King Live etc) are uttered 
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in synchronization with a corresponding visual presentation (both visual and audio 
modes) of the program for the viewer subsystem (see paragraph 0036). 

Aoki et al. discloses customized viewing-recommendations list (EPG infomnation 
acquisition means, 106). 

Regarding claim 4, Naimpally et al. and Aoki et al. discloses everything claimed 
as applied above (see claim 3). Naimpally et al. discloses the smart audio guide system 
wherein the conresponding visual presentation is a graphical recommendation menu 
(EPG), and wherein the processing unit is configured and operative to implement a 
focus frame (focused grid) that visually focuses a corresponding program grid of the 
graphical recommendation menu in synchronization with the utterance of each of the 
plurality of smart audio guide audio clips (see paragraph 0049). 

Regarding claim 5, Naimpally et al. and Aoki et al. discloses everything claimed 
as applied above (see claim 3). Naimpally et al. discloses ^he smart audio guide system 
wherein corresponding visual presentation is an electronic program guide (EPG) and 
wherein the processing unit is configured and operative to implement a focus frame 
(focused grid) that visually focuses a corresponding program grid of the electronic 
program guide in synchronization with the utterance of each of the plurality of smart 
audio guide audio clips (see paragraph 0049). 
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Regarding claim 6, Naimpally et al. and fi<ok\ et al. discloses everything claimed 
as applied above (see claim 1). Naimpally et al. discloses the smart audio guide system 
further comprising a speech generating unit (audio speaker), and wherein the smart 
audio guide audio package further comprises a plurality of smart audio guide text files 
(speech files); and wherein the processing unit is configured and operative to 
implement the speech generating unit to convert the plurality of smart audio guide text 
files into the plurality of smart audio guide audio clips (see abstract, lines 3-14 and fig 1 
(18 and 22)). 

Regarding claim 7, Naimpally et al. and Aoki et al. discloses everything claimed 
as applied above (see claim 1). Naimpally et al. discloses the smart audio guide system 
wherein the viewer subsystem furtlier includes a viewer control unit (see paragraph 
0033, (infrared remote control, 72)) and wherein the smart audio guide actuator 
comprises a button on the viewer control unit, which when depressed, activates the 
processing unit to cause the plurality of smart audio guide audio clips to be uttered in 
the predetermined mode at the viewer subsystem via the audio unit (see paragraph 
0037-0038). 

Regarding claim 8, Naimpally et al. and Aoki et al. discloses everything claimed 
as applied above (see claim 1). Naimpally et al. discloses the smart audio guide system 
wherein the smart audio guide actuator (remote control) comprises a set of instructions 
that activates the processing unit to cause the plurality of smart audio guide audio clips 
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(channel 2-CNN Larry King Live etc) to be uttered in the predetermined mode at the 
viewer subsystem via the audio unit (see paragraph 0042). 

Aoki et al. discloses the video display device (TV set) at the viewer subsystem is 
initially activated (when the program started) (see col. 7, lines 45-63). 

Regarding claim 9, Naimpaily et al. and Aoki et al. discloses everything claimed 
as applied above (see claim 1). Naimpaily et al. discloses the smart audio guide system 
wherein the smart audio guide actuator (remote control) comprises a set of instructions 
that activates the processing unit to cause the plurality of smart audio guide audio clips 
(channel 2-CNN Larry King Live etc) to be uttered in the predetemnined mode at the 
viewer subsystem via the audio unit (see paragraph 0042). 

Aoki et al. discloses at the conclusion of a programming period (program ended) 
(see col. 7, lines 58-61). 

Regarding claim 10, Naimpaily et al. and Aoki et al. discloses everything claimed 
as applied above (see claim 1). Naimpaily et al. discloses the smart audio guide system 
wherein the smart audio guide actuator (remote control) comprises a set of instructions 
that activates the processing unit to cause the plurality of smart audio guide audio clips 
(channel 2-GNN Larry King Live etc.) to be uttered in the predetermined mode at the 
viewer subsystem via the audio unit upon activation of a graphical recommendation 
menu (EPG) on the video display device at the viewer subsystem (see paragraph 
0042). 
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Regarding claim 11, Naimpatly et al. and Aoki et al. discloses everything claimed 
as applied above (see claim 1). Naimpally et al. discloses the smart audio guide system 
wherein the smart audio guide actuator (remote control) comprises a set of instructions 
that activates the processing unit to cause the plurality of smart audio guide audio clips 
(channel 2-CNN Larry King Live etc.) to be uttered in the predetermined mode at the 
viewer subsystem via the audio unit upon activation of an electronic program guide 
(EPG) on the video display device at the viewer subsystem (see paragraph 0042). 

Regarding claim 12, Naimpally et al. and Aoki et al. discloses everything claimed 
as applied above (see claim 1). Naimpally et al. discloses the smart audio guide system 
wherein the processing unit is configured and operative to temporarily discontinue 
(pause) the audio associated with programming being displayed via the video display 
device at the viewer subsystem when the plurality of smart audio guide audio clips 
(channel 2-CNN Larry King Live etc.) are being uttered in a predetermined mode at the 
viewer subsystem via the audio unit (see paragraphs, 0042, 0044 and 0046). 

Regarding claim 13, Naimpally et al. and Aoki et al. discloses everything claimed 
as applied above (see claim 1). Naimpally et al. discloses the smart audio guide system 
wherein each of the plurality of smart audio guide audio clips has an audio format that 
includes a first portion identifying a program name (CNN Larry King Live etc) and a 
second portion identifying a viewing channel (channel 2 etc) (see paragraph 0046). 
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Regarding claim 14, Naimpally et al. and Aold et al. discloses everything claimed 
as applied above (see claim 13). Naimpally et al. discloses a first portion identifying a 
program name (CNN Larry King Live etc) and a second portion identifying a viewing 
channel (channel 2 etc) (see paragraph 0046). 

Aoki et al. discloses supplemented audio format/clips has a sentence 
format (see col. 6, lines 17-28). 

Regarding claim 15, Naimpally et al. and Aoki et al. discloses everything claimed 
as applied above (see claim 1). Aoki et al. discloses the smart audio guide system 
further comprising: 

means for selecting (user vocally inputs a response) a program for viewing from 
the customized viewing-recommendations list (user preference database acquired by 
the EPG) corresponding to one of the uttered smart audio guide audio clips (see col. 5, 
lines 61 -col. 6, lines 28). 

5. Claims 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Naimpally et al. (U.S. Publication No. 2003/0105639) and Aoki et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
7,107,271) as applied to claim 15 above, and further in view of Takagi et al. (U.S. 
Publication No. 2002/01 1 3895). 

Regarding claim 16, Naimpally et al. and Aoki et al. discloses everything claimed 
as applied above {see claim 15). Naimpally et al. discloses uttered smart audio 
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guide audio clip (see paragraph 0042, lines 11-18). 

However, Naimpally et al. and Aoki et al. fail to specifically disclose the viewer 
subsystem includes a viewer control unit having a plurality of numbers for selecting 
viewing channels and wherein the selecting means comprises the plurality of numbers 
of the viewer control unit and depressing the keys to select the program for viewing. 

Takagi et al. discloses the viewer subsystem includes a viewer control unit (see 
fig 2, remote controller (30)) having a plurality of numbers (0-9 and +100) for selecting 
viewing channels and wherein the selecting means comprises the plurality of numbers 
of the viewer control unit (see fig 2 and paragraph 0023, lines 9-10) and depressing the 
keys to select the program for viewing (see paragraph 0018-0019). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Naimpally et al. and Aoki et al.'s invention 
with the above mentioned limitation as taught by Takagi et al. for the advantage of 
changing or selecting the desired television channel. 

Regarding claim 17, Naimpally et al. and Aoki et al. discloses everything claimed 
as applied above (see claim 15). Naimpally et al. discloses uttered smart audio 
guide audio clip (see paragraph 0042, lines 11-18). 

However, Naimpally et al. and Aoki et aL fail to specifically disclose the viewer 
subsystem includes a viewer control unit having a select button and wherein the 
selecting means is the select button of the viewer control unit, select the program for 
viewing corresponding to the channel. 
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Takagi et al. discloses the viewer subsystem Includes a viewer control unit (see 
fig 2, remote controller (30)) having a select button (see fig 2, enter (38)) and wherein 
the selecting means is the select button of the viewer control unit, selecting the 
program for viewing corresponding to the channel (see paragraph 0023, lines 14-15). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Naimpally et al. and Aoki et al.'s invention 
with the above mentioned limitation as taught by Takagi et al. for the advantage of 
changing or selecting the desired television channel. 

Regarding claim 18, Naimpally et al. and Aoki et al. discloses everything claimed 
as applied above (see claim 15). Naimpally et al. discloses plurality of smart audio 
guide audio clip and uttered smart audio guide audio clip (see paragraph 0042, lines 11- 
18). 

However, Naimpally et al. and Aoki et al. fail to specifically disclose the viewer 
subsystem includes a viewer control unit having a plurality of numbers and wherein the 
processing unit is configured and operative to activate individual ones of the plurality of 
numbers of the viewer control unit to correspond to viewing channels associated with 
the plurality of numbers, and wherein the selecting means comprises the individually 
activated numbers of the viewer control unit, one which is selectively depressed to 
select a viewing channel corresponding to the program for viewing associated with the 
one channel. 



Application/Control Number: Page 12 

10/524,682 

Art Unit: 2623 

Takagi et al. discloses the viewer subsystem includes a viewer control unit (see 
fig 2, remote controller (30)) having a plurality of numbers (0-9 and +100) and wherein 
the processing unit (see fig 1 (control unit, 8)) is configured and operative to activate 
individual ones of the plurality of numbers of the viewer control unit to correspond to 
viewing channels associated with the plurality of numbers (see paragraph 0017, lines 1- 
10), and wherein the selecting means comprises the individually activated numbers of 
the viewer control unit (see fig 2 (remote controller, 30 and numeric key, 33)), one which 
is selectively depressed to select a viewing channel corresponding to the program for 
viewing associated with the one channel (see paragraph 0023, lines 9-10). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to rriodify Naimpally et al. and Aoki et al.'s invention 
with the above mentioned limitation as taught by Takagi et al. for the advantage of 
changing or selecting the desired television channel. 

Citation of Pertinent Prior Art 
6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Handleman (U.S. Patent No. 6,654,721) discloses orally inputting a voice 
expression which includes the selection code for an electronic program guide. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nnenna N. Ekpo whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1663. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 AM-5:00 PM 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Pendleton can be reached on 571-272-7527. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated infomiation 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



NNE/nne 
February 7, 2008. 



BRIAN PENDLETON 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EX/KMINER 



